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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, nature speaks of Your 

glory. With every sunrise and sunset, 
we are reminded of Your power and 
majesty. 

Lord, we think of You when we watch 
the birds You guide through the bound-
less skies with flawless flight. We hear 
Your voice in the pattern of the falling 
rain and the shouts of the thunder. 
Great and marvelous are Your works. 

Today, rule in the lives of our law-
makers with the sovereignty You hold 
over nature. Guide our Senators with 
Your perfect and trustworthy precepts, 
bringing joy to their hearts because of 
Your love. 

We pray in Your mighty Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Senator from Nevada. 

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
ROSEN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

COVID–19 HATE CRIMES ACT 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 

after nearly 2 weeks of Democrats and 
Republicans working together, the 
Senate is going to take a final vote on 
the anti-Asian hate crimes bill later 
this morning. The vote today on the 
anti-Asian hate crimes bill is proof 
that when the Senate is given the op-
portunity to work, the Senate can 
work to solve important issues. 

In the wake of the COVID–19 pan-
demic, Asian Americans across the 
country have been victims of the surge 
of discrimination and racially moti-
vated violence and bigotry. In New 
York, I attended rally after rally and 
heard one story after another about 
Asian Americans who were afraid to 
ride the subway, afraid to go to work, 
afraid to walk down the streets, and 
having to adjust their daily lives for 
fear of being spat upon, glared at, or 
even worse. This was not an occasional 
occurrence. It is occurring every day in 
just about every corner of America. 

Now, racism has always existed in 
America, unfortunately and sadly, and 
the legacy of anti-Asian sentiment 
goes back centuries to dark chapters in 
our history like the Chinese Exclusion 
Act and the internment of Japanese- 
American citizens during World War II. 

Now, we have made great strides 
since those days, but over the past sev-
eral years, the forces of hate and big-
otry seemed to have gained strength, 
too often encouraged by our former 
President. It is time for all of us to 
stand up. 

By passing this bill, the Senate 
makes it very clear that hate and dis-
crimination against any group has no 
place in America. Bigotry against one 
is bigotry against all, and I believe 
that passage of this bill will send two— 
two—very important messages. 

One important message is to the 
Asian-American community. By pass-
ing this bill, we say to the Asian-Amer-
ican community that their government 
is paying attention to them, has heard 
their concerns, and will respond to pro-
tect them; and, second, by passing this 
bill, we will send a message to the 
country that should be all too obvious 
by now. Hate crimes will not be toler-
ated, and Federal law enforcement will 
do everything in its power to detect, 
deter, and, if necessary, prosecute 
crimes to the full extent of the law. 

So this bill has a one-two punch, to 
assure the Asian-American community 
we are going after the bigotry against 
them and to tell the American people, 
particularly those bigots, we are going 
after you in a legal way, of course. 

Now, yesterday, we reached an agree-
ment to consider three more Repub-
lican amendments to the bill before a 
final vote. The legislation, as is, al-
ready includes significant bipartisan 
input, including modifications from 
Senator COLLINS and bipartisan legisla-
tion called the No Hate Act developed 
by Senators MORAN and BLUMENTHAL 
and modified by Senator SCOTT of Flor-
ida. Senator WARNOCK has also made 
sure the bill recognizes the recent trag-
edy in Atlanta in which six women of 
Asian descent were killed. 

Through it all, Senators DURBIN, 
DUCKWORTH, and especially the bill’s 
sponsor, Senator HIRONO, have dem-
onstrated exceptional leadership; the 
same for Representative MENG in the 
House. 

Over the past 6 years, we have had 
too few opportunities to work together 
on timely, bipartisan legislation. Let 
this be a reminder that when Senators 
of good will work with each other, at 
the end of the day, we can achieve a 
good result. We can do it again in the 
next few weeks with a bipartisan water 
infrastructure bill, which will be on the 
floor next week, and soon thereafter, 
another bipartisan package of legisla-
tion concerning American competitive-
ness. 
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